Europe Isches Patentamt 
(19) /11H European Patent Office 

Office europeen des brevets ^ j EP0710017 A3 



(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 

(88) Date of publication A3: (51) IntCL 6 : H 04 N 5/445 

28.05.1997 Bulletin 1997/22 // H04L12/28, G06F15/02, 

r, , u, • A ^ H04N7/173 
(43) Date of publication A2: 

01.05.1996 Bulletin 1996/18 



(21) Application number: 95307350.9 



(22) Date of filing: 13.10.1995 



(84) Designated Contracting States: 


(72) Inventor: Minett, Peter John 


AT DE ES FRGBIT 


Swindon, Wiltshire SN5 9NH (GB) 


(30) Priority: 28.10.1994 GB 9421840 


(74) Representative: Hoste, Colin Francis 




The General Electric Company p.l.c. 


(71) Applicant: PLESSEY SEMICONDUCTORS 


GEC Patent Department 


LIMITED 


Waterhouse Lane 


Swindon, Wiltshire SN2 2QW (GB) 


Chelmsford, Essex CM1 2QX(GB) 



(54) Television receiver with an interface for the displaying and communication of data 



(57) A broadcast television receiver set comprises 
an auxiliary receiver means for receiving data signals 
over a non-wired transmission path, data signal 
processing means (3) for processing data signals re- 
ceived over the transmission path and means to display 
video information derived from the data signal process- 
ing means as images on the main display screen (4) of 
the television set. The data signal processing means 
may comprise data decompression means for decom- 
pressing received compressed video data. The trans- 



mission link may be infrared and may involve a modifi- 
cation of an existing IR remote-control receiver in the 
television set. The auxiliary receiver means may be 
adapted to receive data signals under a data -transmis- 
sion protocol employed by a portable computer, e.g. a 
personal digital assistant (5) or a laptop/notebook. The 
television set may also comprise transmitting means (9), 
auxiliary processing means and data-storage means 
(10) for establishing a two-way link between a portable 
computer and for providing extension processing and 
storage facilities for the computer. 
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